
 

Tip Sheet for Questioning and Discussion Skills 

 
 

This tip sheet can be used in the classroom to help students generate 

their own questions and appropriately employ discussion skills to 

participate in academic discussion. Topics in the tip sheet includes- 

 

• Four Rules for Producing your Own Questions 

• Question Stems for Guided Reciprocal Peer Questioning 

• Positive Norms for Controversial Conversation 

• Academic Discussion Perspective Taking 
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Questioning and Discussion Skills: Prompts and tips 

 

Please note that these are not precisely APA style—the quotations are not in quotation 

marks.  

 

Four Rules for Producing your Own Questions (Rothstein & Santana, 2011, p. 19) 

 

1. Ask as many questions as you can 

2. Do not stop to discuss, judge or answer the questions 

3. Write down every question exactly as it is stated 

4. Change any statement into a question.  

 

 

Question Stems for Guided Reciprocal Peer Questioning (from King, 2007, Figure 4.1) 

 

Comprehension Review Questions: 

 What does....mean? 

What caused...? 

Describe .... in your own words. 

Summarize ... in your own words. 

 

Thought-Provoking Questions: (or Critical Thinking Questions) 

Explain why....  

Explain how.... 

How would you use ... to ...? 

What is the significance of ...? 

What is the difference between ... and ...? 

How are ... and ... similar? 

What is a new example of ...? 

What do you think would happen if ...? 

What conclusions can you draw about ...? 

Compare ... and ... with regard to ... 

What do you think causes ...? Why? 

How might ... affect ...? 

What are the strengths and weaknesses of ...? 

Which ... do you think is best and why? 

How is ... related to ... that we studied earlier? 

Do you agree or disagree with this statement: ...? 

What evidence is there to support your answer?  

 

 

Five Core Skills of Academic Conversation (from Zwiers & Crawford, 2011): 

 

1. Elaborate and clarify your ideas to explain them to others 

2. Support own ideas with examples 

3. Build on and/or challenge a partner’s idea 

4. Paraphrase others’ ideas (summarizing someone else’s main point) 

5. Synthesize conversation points (summarizing and connecting what a general 

conversation has been about)  



Positive Norms for Controversial Conversations (from Zwiers & Crawford, 2011, p. 53): 

 

1. I am critical of ideas, not people. 

2. I strive to confirm that I value others, even if I challenge their ideas. 

3. I know that I am valuable even if others criticize my ideas. 

4. I converse, disagree, and challenge in order to learn, not to win. 

5. I listen respectfully to all ideas, even if I disagree. 

6. I work to understand all sides and perspectives of an issue. 

7. I change my mind when evidence and reason convince me. 

 

 

Academic Discussion Perspective Taking 
(Adapted from Zwiers & Crawford, 2011; Davis, 1983; Tjosvold,  Wedley, & Field, 1986; 

Calvard, 2010; Williams, 2012) 

 

 

1. I know how to solicit different perspectives from other people to get their viewpoints. 

2. I know how to get someone to elaborate on their own perspective so that I could 

better understand their point of view. 

3. I know how to express my own view so that others can hear a new perspective. 

4. I know how to support my own view with examples and evidence so that it can be 

better understood by others. 

5. I know how to challenge another person’s idea in a way that makes him or her feel 

respected. 

6. I know how to listen when others disagree with my ideas without taking offense. 

7. I know how to synthesize our different opinions into a new solution that can be 

accepted by both parties. 
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